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A FERVENT PLEA 
from Charles F. Scott 


if the Shaw'c Cove Redevelopment plan is approved, the houses along 
Tilley Street will be razed. This area, developed in the 1830's and 
1840's, has a number of houses designed and built by New London archi- 
tect and builder, John Bishop (1810-1892). Several of the houses in 
this neighborhood, fronting on Tilley, Starr and Washington Streets, 
are fine examples of the Federal and Greek Revival styles. The CULVER- 
PORTER House (1832) at 62 Washington Street is the only remaining New 
London example of the Greek Revival style with fluted pilasters across 
the facade. This house should be preserved even if it must be reloca- 
ted. It seems a shame that this area cannot be declared an historic 
district and restored. 

New London is rapidly losing its architectural heritage. Not only 
has it lost single outstanding examples of architecture, but entire 
streets and neighborhoods of the 18th and 19th century structures. Most 
of the destruction was in the guise of "Progress" and urban renewal. 

The number of buildings razed under urban renewal has far surpassed the 
number of those burned by Benedict Arnold and the British on that ill- 
fated September day in 1781. 

Redevelopment of New London calls for the razing of more structures 
in order to widen or open new streets and create sites for commercial 
enterprises and housing. New London needs commercial development and 
new housing, but must the cost be the complete destruction of the old 
sections? Why can't some of the neighborhoods be restored or rehabili- 
tated like sections of Newport and Providence? 

The purpose of this historical society is to preserve the history 
of this city and surrounding area. I[t would be both unrealistic and 
unfeasible for our society to preserve the many structures that are 
worthy of saving. But we cannot turn our backs in apathy while block 
after block is felled by the wrecking ball. 


Why can't we conduct an historic survey of structures in New London? 
lt is Our duty to make recommendations to urban renewal for the preserva- 
tion or rehabilitation of buildings or neighborhoods which are architec- 
turally or historically significant. Why doesn't New London have an his- 
toric district? Why are we doomed to be a city with less than a dozen 
structures of historic interest to represent our past? Why? Because no 
one wants to be involved. |t is our duty, as members of the New London 
County Historical Society, to be involved in saving our heritage, or we 
have not fulfilled our purpose. 


REDEVELOPMENT 


Meetings have been held with Mr. Turk of the Redevelopment Agency 
and Mr. Michalowski of Purcell Associates. The first meeting was held 
at the Mansion on June 10, 1970, with Mr. Small, Mr. Bernstein, Mr. 
Winthrop and Mrs. Knox. The second meeting was held on June 16, with 
the Advisory Board in attendance. At both meetings, Messrs, Turk and 
Michalowski discussed the effect of redevelopment of the Shaw's Cove 
area and its possible effect on the Shaw Mansion and its property 
boundaries, which will not be affected adversely. 


LIBRARY 


A new wall of shelves has been installed in the library, which will 
about double the amount of shelf space and number of books that can be 
shelved. By the time this Bulletin is delivered, the books should be 
in their place, with many of them coming out of closets, drawers, and 
any available storage place. We are hoping that in time, another wall 
of shelves can be built for the opposite wall of the library, which 
will solve for a long time the problem of book space. 


EXTERIOR OF MANSION 


Some time after the July 4 weekend, the painting of the outside trim 
of the Mansion will be done, not only for esthetic reasons, but also for 
preservation. The parapet on the back of the Mansion roof has been re- 
paired, after the heavy snows and ice of the winter had torn it loose 
from its moorings so it was precariously held by only the corner posts. 
The slate roof on the main house will be repaired and a new roof laid 
on the ell. The latter has reached the point of no return. Also the 
gutters will have some attention. So during July, it is going to be 
hard to get into the house without walking under ladders, and you all 
know what that means. 


COCKTAIL PARTY 


As part of celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the Historical 
Society, a cocktail party will be held at the Mansion on July 14, at 
5:30 P.M. - It is our hope that the members will come, bringing their 
guests if they wish. An open house will be held for the general public 
on September 20, 1970, from 2:00 to 4:30. 
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ACCESSIONS 


Voting box of the Jib-Boom Club - Gift of Louis Jennings, Groton 

Tantalus holding 4 Waterford Glass decanters - Gift of Robert B. Browne, 
New Haven 

Photographs of the Warren Roosevelt family (he built the New London- 
Groton Bridge - Gift of Stamford Hist. Soc. 

Journals & Journeymen, by C. S. Brigham, 1950) Gift of Robert Bachman, 

Xerox copy of share in New London & Waterford Salt Works) Waterford 


Baby's blouse ca. 1846 ) 
Child's pinafore, ca. 1840 ) Gift of Mrs. Callie A. 
Sampler by Nancy A. Church, 1840 ) Perry, San Francisco 


Green material from hat shop kept by ancestors of donor,) 
ca. 1781-1812 


Pair of flintlock pistols in saddle holsters) belonged to Thomas 

cutlass, pair of spurs) Wheeler, Stonington 

4 commissions to Thomas Wheeler, 1796-1797, signed by Oliver Wolcott, 
1801 and 1805, signed by Jonathan Trumbull 

Above gift of Mrs. Thomas Wheeler, Groton 


Baby clothes made for donor by mother, Mrs. Philip Z. Hankey, New London 
filet lace bonnet, long pink wrapper, long white dress, long white 
embroidered dress. short embroidered flannel petticoat - Gift of 
Mrs. Bancorft Todd, Cornwall, Conn. 


Assorted papers and pamphlets - Gift of T. H. Chappell, Brookfield Center 


Framed photograph of committee of 24, 1918 (rent regulation committee) 
Gift of Henry Libby, Washington, D.C. 


Lillahan Oriental rug, 9 x 12' - Gift of Mrs. Elizabeth Knox 


Gen. of Graves Family in American, V.1. - Gift of Mrs. Virgil Williams, 
California 


Bought by Society: 

Refugees of 1776 from Long Island to Conn., by Mather, 1913 
Genealogical Records of Thomas Burnham, by R. H. Burnham 

Ancestors & Descendants of Samuel Converse, by C. A. Converse. 2 v. 
Genealogy of Family of Hunt, by T. B. Wyman 

Genealogical History of Felton Family, by William Felton 


Please notify the office of change of address. 
Custodian in Residence: Mrs. A. P. Hamel 


Corresponding Secretary and Curator: Mrs. Adam Knox 
The Society's Telephone No: 443-1209 
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Miss Hazel A. Johnson 
770 Williams St. 
New London, Conn. 06320 


